Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Message Text 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 BELGRA 02097 291506Z 

43 

ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO PER-01 A-01 CPR-01 INR-07 /023 W 

094648 

R291410Z APR 75 
FM AMEMBASSY BELGRADE 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 2675 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE BELGRADE 2097 
FOR EUR/EE GILMORE 
E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: APER (SILBERMAN, LAURENCE) YO 

SUBJECT: DRAFT REMARKS FOR CREDENTIALS PRESENTATION 

REF: MILLER-GILMORE LETTERS OF APRIL 22 

FOLLOWING ARE DRAFT REMARKS FOR POSSIBLE USE ON PRESENTATION OF 
CREDENTIALS: 

QUOTE: I HAVE THE HONOR TO PRESENT TO YOU, MR. VICE PRESIDENT, 

THE LETTERS OF CREDENCE BY WHICH THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED 
STATES OF AMERICA HAS ACCREDITED ME AS HIS AMBASSADOR EXTRA- 
ORDINARY AND PLENIPOTENTIARY TO THE GOVERNMENT OF THE SOCIALIST 
FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF YUGOSLAVIA. AT THE SAME TIME, I HAVE THE 
HONOR TO DELIVER THE LETTERS OF RECALL OF MY DISTINGUISHED 
PREDECESSOR, AMBASSADOR MALCOM TOON. 

IT IS WITH GREAT PRIDE, MR. VICE PRESIDENT, THAT I COME 
HERE TODAY AS PRESIDENT FORD'S DESIGNATED REPRESENTATIVE TO 
THE SOCIALIST FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF YUGOSLAVIA. THERE IS. I 
BELIEVE, NO HIGHER CALLING IN THE SERVICE OF ONE S COUNTRY 
THAN TO BE THE PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE OF THE PRESIDENT TO 
A COUNTRY IN WHICH THE UNITED STATES HAS A DIRECT AND VITAL 
INTEREST, AND WITH WHICH IT MAINTAINS SUCH GOOD AND FRIENDLY 
RELATIONS. ON A MORE PERSONAL NOTE, I FIND SPECIAL SATIS- 
FACTION IN ASSUMING THIS RESPONSIBILITY BECAUSE OF MY LONG- 
STANDING ADMIRATION FOR PRESIDENT TITO AND THE YUGOSLAV 
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PARTICULARLY IN THIS YEAR, THE 30TH ANNIVERSARY OF 
THE VICTORY OVER FASCISM OF THE HEROIC YUGOSLAV FORCES UNDER 
THE LEADERSHIP OF MARSHAL TITO, IT IS APPROPRIATE TO REMEMBER 
HOW PRECIOUS IS LIBERTY AND THUS HOW WORTH FIGHTING AND 
SACRIFICING FOR. DURING WORLD WAR II AND AFTER, YUGOSLAVS 
FOUGHT AND SUFFERED IN THE NAME OF THEIR INDEPENDENCE AND 
INTEGRITY. TODAY THE FRUITS OF THIS STRUGGLE ARE EVIDENT 
TO ALL. 

AS THE WORLD IN WHICH WE LIVE BECOMES EVER MORE COMPLEX 
AND INTER-DEPENDENT, IT BECOMES EVER MORE IMPORTANT THAT THE 
TIES BETWEEN OUR TWO COUNTRIES BE STRENGTHENED AND THE 
PERCEPTION AMONG OUR LEADERS OF THEIR COMMON INTERESTS 
DEEPENED. THERE ARE INDEED MATTERS ON WHICH WE HOLD DIFFERING 
VIEWS, BUT IT IS THROUGH THE OPEN DISCUSSION OF OUR DIFFERENCES 
AS WELL AS OUR AGREEMENTS THAT WE STRENGTHEN OUR MUTUAL 
ABILITY TO CONTRIBUTE NOT ONLY TO THE BETTERMENT OF OUR TWO 
COUNTRIES AND PEOPLES, BUT TO THAT OF ALL COUNTRIES AND 
PEOPLES. 

IT IS TO THESE GOALS THAT I HOPE TO DEVOTE MY EFFORTS 
DURING THE PERIOD OF MY MISSION HERE. THERE IS, AS YOU 
KNOW MR. VICE PRESIDENT, A LONG AND LENGTHENING TRADITION OF 
UNITED STATES INTEREST IN AND SUPPORT FOR THE INDEPENDENCE, 
SOVEREIGNTY AND TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY OF YUGOSLAVIA. I 
CONSIDER MYSELF DOUBLY PRIVILEGED TO HAVE BEEN CHOSEN AS 
AN EMISSARY FOR THE CONTINUATION AND STRENGTHENING OF THIS 
POLICY. 

FINALLY, I BRING TO YOU, MR. VICE PRESIDENT, TO PRESIDENT 
TITO, AND TO ALL YUGOSLAVS THE WARMEST GREETINGS AND BEST 
WISHES OF PRESIDENT FORD, WHO LOOKS FORWARD WITH GREAT ANTI- 
CIPATION TO HIS COMING VISIT TO YUGOSLAVIA. END QUOTE. 
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